SRt AUROBIN130 AS A LITERARY ARTIST

is really the fear and disgust of our own ego which reflects
itself in the world. But to see God in the world is to
fear nothing, it is to embrace all in the being of God; to
see all as the divine is to hate and loathe nothing, but love
love God in the world and the world in God".1
One comes across many such passages in the body of
Sri Aurobindo's prose writings and indeed their balance, their
clarity and the vigour of their phrasing are almost as worthy of
reverent study as are their logical structure and their close-
grained fabric of thought.

V

Not infrequently, however, Sri Aurobindo's prose art emits
unexpected poetic Hashes which subtly illumine and transfigure
whole sentences and paragraphs. Simile and metaphor trespass
upon the domain of cogent prose and language crystallizes into
glittering images like these:

"We do not belong to the past dawns, but to the
noons of the future".2

"For now the world Being appears to him as the body
of God ensouled by the eternal Time-spirit and with its
majestic and dreadful voice missions him to the crash
of battle".3

"It has enormous burning eyes ; it has mouths that
gape to devour terrible with many tusks of destruction ;

it has faces like the fires of Death and Time".4

<( . . . Kali with her garland of skulls trampling
naked in battle and flecked with the blood of the
slaughtered Titans . . ."5

"Knowledge waits seated beyond mind and intellec-
tual reasoning, throned in the luminous vast of illimitable
self-vision".6

Dialectical skill gives place to direct vision, the knife-edge clarity
and sharpness of prose dissolve into poetic imagery and sym-
bolism ; and Sri Aurobindo is seen to be poet no less than the
wielder of an animated and effective English prose style.

Some of Sri Aurobindo's characteristically epigrammatic or

1 Essays on the Gita, I, p. 359.

2 Ibid., I, p. 12.

3 Ibid., II, p. 59.

4 Ibid., II, p. 178.

s Ibid., II, p. 179.

6 The Life Divine, I, p. 183.
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